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Welcome to the summer edition of our quarterly newsletter

The Access to Justice Foundation and the seven Legal Support Trusts raise funds
to support the provision of free of charge legal help to those who need it most.

IN THIS ISSUE:

Find out just how successful the legal
walks were that took place across the
country in May.

Wh o won t he Founda
student competition.
The Unlock Funds for Justice

campaign continues with the support
of LexisNexis.
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momentum.

J u s tgatheRse

The progress of our interns and, now
that they are nearing the end of their
internships, what the future holds for
them.

News from the Legal Support Trusts.

And finallyé
across the country to come!

yet m

Thousands of lawyers walk
for justice across England

Monday 16" May saw a record number of legal walks
across England to raise funds for free legal
assistance. Walks occurred in London, Nottingham,
Birmingham, Cambridge, Bristol, Guildford and
Newbury. Further afield, there were walks in
Luxembourg and even in 5 cities across Australial

Wednesday 18" of May saw additional events in
Newcastle and Leeds, and 21% June saw the
Brighton walk take place. This brings the total
number of legal walks across the globe, during a
period of just over a month, to 16, all in support of
access to justice.

The walks in England alone raised half a million
pounds, principally by the London walk, with all the
funds helping to support agencies that provide free
legal help to members of the public who are in real
need but unable to afford legal assistance and
cannot get legal aid. The Master of the Rolls Lord
Neuberger called on judges, lawyers and students to
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...join the walks because, he said: ii fie need for funds for
legal advice has never been greateror morei mpor t a

Director of Public Prosecutions Kier Starmer QC agreed,
sayingi The money we raise for
vitally important. These centres provide free advice to
people with severe social welfare legal problems with
housing, community care and benefit s . 0

The walk in London, now in its seventh year, was the
largest with a record breaking 5000 walkers leaving the
Royal Courts of Justice to walk a 10km route to Hyde Park
and returning to the Law Society. Leading the walk were a
host of legal stars, including the Lord Chief Justice, the
Master of the Rolls, the Attorney General, the President of
the Law Society, the Chairman of the Bar, the President of
ILEX, the Minister for Legal Aid and the Director of Public
Prosecutions.

Following success in previous years, the Midlands hosted
walks in both Nottingham and Birmingham which are
expected to raise more than £20,000 for legal advice
charities across the that region. Newcastle saw the largest
turnout to date including most local law firms, and looks
setnearlytodoubl e | ast year 6s fu
mixture of solicitors, barristers and local judges walked
around the cosmopolitan and industrial parts of the city on
a sunny evening.

For the first time, Cambridge and Bristol held fundraising
walks. In Bristol, the walkers set off from Bristol Law

Society for an 8km march through the old city to the new
Civil JusticeCe nt r e, and then throu
docklands and quays. The new Cambridge event involved

a 10km route through the centre of the famous city, led by
the areads top judges, and

Most recently Brighton held its legal walk on the 21% of
June. The Brighton walk was led by Supreme Court
Justice Lord Clarke and over 100 walkers raised £5,000
for advice agencies in and around Brighton.

Bob Nightingale MBE, CEO of the London Legal Support
Trust which organised the London walk said "Across the
country we have seen law students to the most senior
judges and law officers, together with all branches of the
legal profession turn out in droves to support access to
free legal advice for vulnerable people.o
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The walks are supported by the Bar Council, ILEX,
the Law Society and the Judiciary. The walks
benefitted from individual sponsors and from the
Law Society as the national sponsor and the Law
Gazette as media partner.

HIS HONOUR JUDGE SIMPKISS
STARTING OFF THE BRIGHTON
WALK

WALKERS PREPARE TO SET OFF
AT THE NOTTINGHAM WALK
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LORD GOLDSMITH QC AND
CHRISTIAN FLECK OF LEXISNEXIS

2011 Green Book Launch and
Unlock Funds for Justice
Campaign Gets Support from
LexisNexis

The 19th of April saw the Supreme Court get the
green light T literally i to mark the new release of the
Green Book 2011.The evening also honoured the
Access to Justice Foundation and the pro bono work
undertaken by lawyers and agencies across the
country.

Christian Fleck, MD of Lexis Nexis, took the time to
emphasi se the companyds ¢
law and to supporting access to justice. To help meet
this goal he announced that LexisNexis would provide
ongoing support to the Foundation and its campaigns.

The Master of The Rolls, Lord Neuberger, whilst
addressing the audience highlighted the significance
of probonocosts:ilt i s very i mpor
aware, whether judge or advocate, that costs can now
be awarded when lawyers act pro bono. Pro bono
costs enable courts to direct a sum of money be put
back into pro bono. It is surprising speaking to judges
how many are unaware of this important development.
Without this money the Foundation can support less
probonowor k and every penny

But many lawyers are not aware, as Lord Goldsmith QC
stated that evening i We need to raise
judges and pQqitingcatrecentionlinessunsy by the
Foundation, the Law Society, the Bar Council and ILEX, Lord
Goldsmith revealed that 72% of the legal profession who
responded did not know they could obtain pro bono costs on

winning a civil case. He concluded, i | f |l awyers
about pro bono cost s, dthoananyc
l awyers still dondt know abo!

The announcement by Lord Goldsmith of results of the
awareness survey wunderlined
offer to provide marketing and communications support for
pro bono costs. The campaign has continued to distribute
awareness flyers throughout the various Inns of Court (please
do keep an eye out for them in the libraries), to legal
bookshops wi th thanks to ¢ amno
advice agencies.

The efforts appear to be resulting in not just an increase in
media coverage but the number of enquiries regarding pro
bono costs. This culminated in the recent case of Grand v Gill
where Lord Justice Thomas, giving the judgment of the Court
of Appeal, provided a persuasive example of how courts
should approach pro bono costs.

With that i n mind, stay tunce
Foundation will shortly publish to raise awareness amongst
the Judiciary and provide guidance. This will follow on from
distribution of quick guides and posters to every set of

barristersdéd chambers in Engl
In the next edition of the newsletter, watch out for a report on
Lexi sNexisd plans to raise a
resources.

To download guidance on
www.ATJF.org.uk/costs

pro bono costs Vvisit

THE SUPREME COURT GOES GREEN
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